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The theme of our Shabbaton is "Light up the Night". 

In this session we are going to begin to explore the concept of "Light." 
In order to do that, let us take a look into the Torah and find the first place that light is mentioned.  

 
Genesis 1:1-5 

(1) When God began to create heaven and 
earth— (2) the earth being unformed and 
void, with darkness over the surface of 
the deep and a wind from God sweeping 
over the water— (3) God said, “Let there 
be light”; and there was light.  (4) God 
saw that the light was good, and God 
separated the light from the darkness.  (5) 
God called the light Day, and the 
darkness He called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, a first 
day. 

 

 בראשית א׳:א׳-ה׳

 (א) ְּבֵראִׁש֖ית ָּבָר֣א ֱאלִֹק֑ים ֵא֥ת ַהָּׁשַמִ֖ים ְוֵא֥ת
 ָהָֽאֶרץ׃ (ב) ְוָהָ֗אֶרץ ָהְיָת֥ה תֹ֙הּו֙ ָובֹ֔הּו ְוחֶֹׁ֖שְך

 ַעל־ְּפֵנ֣י ְתהֹ֑ום ְורּ֣וַח ֱאלִֹק֔ים ְמַרֶחֶ֖פת ַעל־ְּפֵנ֥י
ִים׃ (ג) ַוּיֹ֥אֶמר ֱאלִֹק֖ים ְיִה֣י אֹ֑ור וְַֽיִהי־ֽאֹור׃  ַהּמָֽ

 (ד) ַוַּיְ֧רא ֱאלִֹק֛ים ֶאת־ָהאֹ֖ור ִּכי־טֹ֑וב ַוַּיְבֵּד֣ל
ֶׁשְך׃ (ה) ַוִּיְקָר֨א  ֱאלִֹק֔ים ֵּב֥ין ָהאֹ֖ור ּוֵב֥ין ַהחֹֽ

 ֱאלִֹק֤ים ׀ ָלאֹור֙ יֹ֔ום ְוַלחֶֹׁ֖שְך ָקָ֣רא ָלְ֑יָלה
ד׃ (פ)  וְַֽיִהי־ֶעֶ֥רב וְַֽיִהי־בֶֹ֖קר יֹ֥ום ֶאחָֽ

 

 
➢ What was created on Day 1? 

 
Genesis 1:14-19 

(14) God said, “Let there be lights in the 
expanse of the sky to separate day from 
night; they shall serve as signs for the set 
times—the days and the years;  (15) and 
they serve as lights in the expanse of the 
sky to shine upon the earth.” And it was 
so.  (16) God made the two great lights, 
the greater light to dominate the day and 
the lesser light to dominate the night, and 
the stars.  (17) And God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to shine upon the 
earth,  (18) to dominate the day and the 
night, and to separate light from darkness. 
And God saw that this was good.  (19) 
And there was evening and there was 
morning, a fourth day. 

 

 בראשית א׳:י״ד-י״ט

 (יד) ַוּיֹ֣אֶמר ֱאלֹקִ֗ים ְיִה֤י ְמאֹרֹת֙ ִּבְרִק֣יַע ַהָּׁשַמִ֔ים
 ְלַהְבִּד֕יל ֵּב֥ין ַהּיֹ֖ום ּוֵב֣ין ַהָּלְ֑יָלה ְוָהיּ֤ו ְלאֹתֹת֙

 ּוְלמֹ֣וֲעִד֔ים ּוְלָיִמ֖ים ְוָׁשנִֽים׃ (טו) ְוָהיּ֤ו ִלְמאֹורֹת֙
 ִּבְרִק֣יַע ַהָּׁשַמִ֔ים ְלָהִא֖יר ַעל־ָהָאֶ֑רץ וְַֽיִהי־כֵֽן׃

 (טז) ַוַּיַ֣עׂש ֱאלִֹק֔ים ֶאת־ְׁשֵנ֥י ַהְּמאֹרֹ֖ת ַהְּגדִֹל֑ים
 ֶאת־ַהָּמאֹ֤ור ַהָּגדֹל֙ ְלֶמְמֶׁשֶ֣לת ַהּיֹ֔ום ְוֶאת־ַהָּמאֹ֤ור

ים׃ (יז)  ַהָּקטֹן֙ ְלֶמְמֶׁשֶ֣לת ַהַּלְ֔יָלה ְוֵא֖ת ַהּכֹוָכבִֽ
 ַוִּיֵּת֥ן אָֹת֛ם ֱאלִֹק֖ים ִּבְרִק֣יַע ַהָּׁשָמִ֑ים ְלָהִא֖יר

 ַעל־ָהָֽאֶרץ׃ (יח) ְוִלְמׁשֹל֙ ַּבּיֹ֣ום ּוַבַּלְ֔יָלה
 ּֽוֲלַהְבִּד֔יל ֵּב֥ין ָהאֹ֖ור ּוֵב֣ין ַהחֶֹׁ֑שְך ַוַּיְ֥רא ֱאלִֹק֖ים

 ִּכי־ֽטֹוב׃ (יט) וְַֽיִהי־ֶעֶ֥רב וְַֽיִהי־בֶֹ֖קר יֹ֥ום ְרִביעִֽי׃
 (פ)
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➢ What was created on Day 4? 
 

Rashi on Genesis 1:4:1 

(4) AND GOD SAW THE LIGHT THAT 
IT WAS GOOD, AND GOD CAUSED A 
DIVISION — Here, also, we must 
depend upon the statement of the Agada: 
He saw that the wicked were unworthy of 
using it (the light); He, therefore, set it 
apart (ויבדל), reserving it for the righteous 
in the world to come (Chagigah 12a). But 
according to the plain sense explain it 
thus: He saw that it was good, and that it 
was not seemly that light and darkness 
should function together in a confused 
manner. He therefore limited this one’s 
sphere of activity to the daytime, and this 
one’s sphere of activity to the nighttime 
(see Genesis Rabbah 3:6). 

 

 רש"י על בראשית א׳:ד׳:א׳

 (ד) וירא אלקים את האור כי טוב ויבדל
 ַאף ָּבֶזה ָאנּו ְצִריִכין ְלִדְבֵרי ַאַּגָדה ָרָאהּו ֶׁשֵאינֹו

 ְכַדאי ְלִהְׁשַּתֵמׁש ּבֹו ְרָׁשִעים, ְוִהְבִּדילּו
 ְלַּצִּדיִקים ֶלָעִתיד ָלבֹא.  ּוְלִפי ְּפׁשּוטֹו ַּכְך

 ָּפְרֵׁשהּו ָרָאהּו ִּכי טֹוב, ְוֵאין ָנֶאה לֹו ְוַלחֶֹשְך
 ֶׁשִּיְהיּו ִמְׁשַּתְּמִׁשים ְּבַעְרּבּוְבָיא, ְוָקַבע ָלֶזה

 ְתחּומֹו ַביֹום, ְוָלֶזה ְתחּומֹו ַבָּליָלה:
 
 

 
➢ What is ״אור״ (Light) and what is ״חשך״ (Darkness)? 
➢ Are these physical or spiritual things? 
➢ Is one good and the other bad? 

 
R' Hirsch commentary on Chumash. Bereishit 1:4 ~ Further explanation. 
    This mastery of the Creator over His handiwork, His control over His creation even after He has created 
it, is demonstrated at the very outset by His separation of the light from the darkness. He established order 
and set boundaries between the newly-created light and the darkness which had existed beforehand. 
Henceforth, both are to rule the earth and have their impact upon it: Light awakens and bestirs everything to 
individual life and growth; darkness - by temporarily eliminating stressful stimuli - brings rest, allowing a 
penetration and interaction of forces that benefits and strengthens them all. Light must not operate with 
restrains; light and darkness each must have its own province. The same G-d who called out into the 
darkness: "Let there be light!" - He is the One Who now establishes order and sets boundaries between these 
two contrasts. Henceforth, both are to rule the earth; darkness is to store matter and gather strength, and light 
is to give shape to substance and awaken life. G-d is the One Who separates the light from the darkness. 
    Even as the roof of a plant is a child of darkness. and the stem, leaf and blossom are children of the light, 
so darkness and light, night and day are the mother and father of every organic being. All life germinates in 
the womb of obscure darkness, and matures to independence under the rays of light. This fluctuation 
accompanies us throughout the whole of our earthly existence. In our earthly existence we cannot bear 
constant light. When we have employed all our energies in independent effort and activity, and we have 
stood for twelve hours in the rays of light, we return weary and depleted to the soft embrace of the night. 
Sheltered under the motherly wing of night, we replenish ourselves with fresh energies, and then rise again 
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to a life of light with the coming of the new day. 
R' Hirsch - continued 
The meaning of the word בדל (which is the root of the word in our verse ״ויבדל״), is not merely separation, a 
negative separation from something else. Rather, בדל has also a positive connotation: separation of one thing 
from another, so as to assign it its own special province and to grant it its own existence and purpose. 
Worldmask, R’ Akiva Tatz. Chapter 4 
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Chazal (our sages) in different places explain a very deep but important idea about the light 
that Hashem created on day 1, and why "He, therefore, set it apart (ויבדל), reserving it for the 
righteous in the world to come (Chagigah 12a)."  
  
Chazal explain that the very act of creation was the light! What is the purpose of light? What 
is the reason that we light candles for Shabbat every week? 
Light = clarity. 
When there is light, in a physical sense, we can clearly see. We have physical clarity. 
Darkness = lack of clarity or uncertainty. 
When there is darkness, in a physical sense, can not see and that can lead to uncertainty. 
  
Now lets translate this to spiritual terms.  
Light = clarity. What is that in a spiritual sense? 
Darkness = uncertainty. What is that in a spiritual sense? 
  
While G-d was in the process of creating the world there was 100% clarity of who the creator 
of the world is and what the purpose was. There was automatically "light", clarity. This light 
could not remain in our world. G-d had to reserve it for the righteous in the world to come 
where there is ultimate clarity.  

 
➢ Why couldn't G-d leave the light of creation in this world? Why did he have to move 

it to the world to come? 
➢ What does all this have to do with Chanukah? 

 
Prayer when lighting Chanukah candles 

We kindle these lights [to commemorate] the 
saving acts, miracles and wonders which You 
have performed for our forefathers, in those 
days at this time, through Your holy priests. 
Throughout the eight days of Chanukah, these 
lights are sacred, and we are not permitted to 
make use of them, but only to look at them, in 
order to offer thanks and praise to Your great 
Name for Your miracles, for Your wonders and 
for Your salvations. 

 

 

 
 

 
➢ Why are we not permitted to make any use of the Chanukah candles? 
➢ What good is light that we can’t use? 
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Teachers notes: 

 
We begin this session by building the students up to the following question: If Hashem created 
the sun the moon and stars on Day 4, ie. the things that actually give off light, then what was 
created when Hashem said “there should be light” on Day 1? 
 
Rashi comes next because that is always our first place to look when we don’t understand a 
pasuk in the Torah. 
 
Rashi right away doesn’t try to say like some other commentaires that the concept of light was 
created but it didn’t shine until Day 4 or something like that. Rather, he goes to the agadah pshat 
right away. Rashi is clear that the light is something spiritual… 
 
Note: I wouldn’t tell this to the students, I would try to lead them on to see it. 
 
Next, from Rashi it seems that light is this crazy good thing that wicked people shouldn’t 
have access to and darkness is bad. Discuss and explore this. 
 
But ultimately, we want to leave Rashi with the following questions: Is light good and darkness 
bad? And what is this light thing that is too good for this world? 
 
Next is R’ Hirsch. The main point of R’ Hirsch is (and you can use as much of the text as you 
want) that clearly he is saying that Hashem separated light and dark to be 2 separate entities and 
both are good in their own roles.  
 
Now is where it starts to get deep. 
 
Read the piece by Rabbi Tatz and understand it well BEFORE THE SESSION! 
 
I would give a quick intro to the piece by explaining some background the question at hand that 
he is dealing with, which is: How are we expected to relate to Hashem without utilizing physical 
human descriptions, if the Torah itself does that? Meaning, if the Torah is all truth and Hashem 
doesn’t really have a hand but it’s just an illusion for us, how can the Torah actually say that 
Hashem “used an outstretched arm” etc.? 
 
Here, I would ask the students to get into pairs and read the page. 
Go around and ask what they think of this explanation and what their understanding of it is. 
 
Now I would clarify what R’ Tatz is saying: Everything in creation has a physical and 
spiritual side to it. We need to use the physical, which is the part that we can actually 
conceptualize to tap into the spiritual. 
 
Now move on the box that quotes a concept from Chazal and explain how this ideas works when 
it comes to light and darkness.  
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Light starts with the physical side. When there is light in a room, we have clarity of where to 
walk and what to avoid touching, etc. Light on the spiritual side = ??? 
Same with Darkness. 
 
Now we can go back and answer Rashi with the pshat I put with the chazal concept. The light on 
Day 1 was spiritual clarity that existed automatically because Hashem was creating! If a human 
was there to witness it, there would have spiritual clarity regarding Who created the world, Who 
runs it constantly and why he made a tree green and not blue etc. 
 
And if we had this clarity all the time we would have no “bechira” - we would be robots always 
doing the right thing! The result is that we live in a dark world (without clarity), but that is the 
best place for us. 
 
Throw out this question at this point: So what does this all have to do with Chanukah? 
 
Show them the “Haneiros Halalu” source and ask why is so important that we can’t use the light 
from the menorah for any personal benefit. What good is light that we can’t use anyway? 
 
Discuss. 
 
Wrap up message. 
 
The point of the Chanukah candles is to remind us that there is a spiritual side to everything. 
It’s seeing light and seeing past the physical things that it brings to the world. And to remember 
that in every ordeal we go through, we need to see the spiritual side and lift ourselves up to the 
task at hand. We live in a dark world where we have to struggle to find the light. Etc etc. etc. 
 
Thank you!!! 
You guys are gonna kill it! 
Can’t wait! 
 

Page 6 

http://www.sefaria.org/profile/doovie-jacoby
http://www.sefaria.org/profile/doovie-jacoby
http://www.sefaria.org/profile/doovie-jacoby
http://www.sefaria.org/profile/doovie-jacoby

